INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION FROM 


THE OFFICE OF 

CLERK OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 


DATE: July 28, 1986 

TO: John Sansbury, County Administrator 

Lisa Heasley, County Attorney's Office 
gi aweLy w—y 

David Bludworth, State Attorney 
Joy Shearer, Asst. Attorney General 
Captain Cook, Sheriff's Dept.-Civil 
Jerry Nolan, Sheriff's Office-Admin. 

>John Lehner, PZ&B 
Bob Palchanis, Building Division 
Patty Young, 4th Dist. Ct. of Appeals 
Law_Library 
^oun^ LiPrar y 

Pinky Yount, PBC Municipal League, Inc. 

OTHER: Frank Palen,Zoning 

FROM: John W. Dame 

Chief Deputy oier^H*-— 

RE: PALM BEACH COUNTY“otDINANCE DISTRIBUTION 

ORDINANCE NO. 8j8-2£) 

TITLE REFERENCE^ (ORDINANCE AMENDING ZONING CODE ORD. 73-2, 

(AS AMENDED, CREATING NEW SECTION (VEGETA¬ 
TION PROTECTION). 


Attached is a copy of the above referenced Ordinance of Palm 
Beach County. This Ordinance has been filed with Florida 
Department of State and forwarded to Municipal Code Corporation 
for codification. The effective date is July 28, 1986. 

JWD:ph/lc 

attachment 

cc:* Commissioners, BCC 
Clerk of BCC 
Minutes 

* If a copy of ord.is need, please advise Ms. Lorie Clinger, 
Finance Department at 837-2959. 
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ORDINANCE NO. a6-__20. 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, 
FLORIDA: AMENDING THE ZONING CODE OF 
PALM BEACH COUNTY, ORDINANCE 73-2, AS 
AMENDED, AS FOLLOWS: CREATING A NEW 
SECTION 500.36 (VEGETATION PROTECTION 
AND PRESERVATION); PROVIDING FOR 
INTERPRETATION OF CAPTIONS; PROVIDING 
FOR REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING 
FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF LAWS AND 
ORDINANCES; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 


WHEREAS, Chapter 125 (County Government) of Florida 
Si’®'tutes establishes the right and power of counties to provide 
for the health, welfare, and safety of existing ""‘and future 


residents by enacting and enforcing zoning and business 
regulations; and 


WHEREAS, Chapter 163 (Intergovernmental Programs), Part II 
(Local Government Comprehensive Planning and Land Development 
Regulation Act) of Florida Statutes provides that counties shall 
have power and responsibility to plan comprehensively for their 
future development and growth, including the adoption and 
implementation of appropriate land development regulations which 
are necessary or desirable to implement a comprehensive plan, as 
provided in Section 163.3202(2)(f) of Florida Statutes; and 

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Board of County 

Commissioners of Palm Beach County, Florida, to provide for the 

health, safety, and welfare of the residents of and visitors to 

Palm Beach County by establishing an administrative review 

process which encourages beneficial land and forest management 

practices by minimizing the unnecessary removal of valuable 

existing vegetation in advance of approved land development 

within the unincorporated area of Palm Beach County. In 

addition, this Section is intended to prevent such destructive 

land development practices as speculative grubbing and 

clearcutting of lots when no bona fide site development plan or 

CODING: Words aferuek through are deletions from existing 

law; words underli.ned are additions to existing law. 
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no comparable veget-alilon management, plan has been prepared for a 
site; and 

WHEREAS, enactment of a Vegetation Protection and 
Preservation Code will complement and reinforce the goals of the 
recently revised Landscape Code by encouraging the preservation 
valuable vegetation until bona fide site development plans can 
be prepared which incorporate as much vegetation as possible into 
site design; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach 
County, Florida, sitting as the Local Planning Agency, has 
determined that these proposed amendments to the Palm Beach 
County Zoning Code are consistent with the adopted Comprehensive 
Plan of Palm Beach County, as required by Chapter 163, Section 
163.3194<2)(a) of Florida Statutes; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: 

SECTION 1. ADOPTION OF SECTION 500.36 (VEGETATION 

PROTECTION AND PRESERVATION) 

Article V (General Provisions and Special Exceptions) of the 
Zoning Code of Palm Beach County (Ordinance 73-2, as amended) is 
hereby amended to add a new Section 500.36 (Vegetation Protection 
and Preservation), as follows: 

SECTION 500.36 VEGETATION PROTECTION AND PRESERVATION. 

A. SHORT TITLE. 

This Section shall be known and may be cited as the Palm 

Beach County Vegetation Protection and Preservation Code. 


B. LEGISLATIVE INTENT. 

It is the intent of the Board of County Commissioners of 

Palm Beach County, Florida, to provide for the health, 

CODI residents of and visitors to Palm 

uuuiNG. vr<5fds sfepuek fehreugh are deletions from existing 

law; words underlined are additions to existing law. 
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Beach County by eetabllshlng an administrative review 
process which encourages beneficial land and forest 
management practices by minimizing the unnecessary removal 
of valuable existing vegetation in advance of approved land 
development within the unincorporated area of Palm Beach 
County. In addition, this Section is Intended to prevent 
such destructive land development practices as speculative 
grubbing and clearcutting of lots when no bona fide site 
development plan or no comparable vegetation management plan 
has been prepared for a site. 

The mlnlmuin s'tandards and admlnd.s'trat.lve procedurea 
est.abl±8hed by t.hls Section help achieve these goals by: 

1. CONSERVING ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES: Existing trees 
and vegetation^ individually^ in significant groupings, 
or in natural ecosystems, are essential elements of 
Palm Beach County's environmental heritage; 

2. SERVING FUNCTIONAL VALUES: Trees and vegetation 
serve a number of invaluable environmental, economic, 
social, educational, and aesthetic functions, 
including: <a) maintaining air quality through 
photosynthesis; (b) maintaining permeable land areaa 
for aquifer recharge and surface water filtration; (c) 
reducing and reversing air, noise, heat, and water 
pollution through the "biological filtering" capacity 
of living trees and vegetation; (d) promoting energy 
conservation through the creation of shade, reducing 
heat gain in or on buildings or paved areas, and 
reducing the temperature of the microclimate through 
evapotranspiration; <e) reducing erosion by stabilizing 
the soil; (f) providing habitat for wildlife; (g) 
providing direct and increasingly important 

psychological and physical benefits to human beings by 

CODING: Words sferuek fehreugh are deletions from existing 
law; words underlined are additions to existing law. 
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2C536.0RD PAGE 4 REVISED June 23, 1986 

reducing noise and glare, breaking up the monotony, 
and soitening the harsh aspects of urban development; 
(h) serving as educational, aesthetic, historic, anc 

i 

cultural resources; <i) buffering and providing e| 

transition between otherwise incompatible types o^ 

I 

development; and (J) Increasing the economic value o^ 

I 

land by serving as a caplial asset, when properly 
incorporated into site design; 

3* IMPLEMENTING THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN: The Palm 
Beach County Comprehensive Plan^ as amended, 

particularly the Conservation and Coastal Zone Element, 
among other goals and objectives, "recognizeCs] the* 
significance of all native vegetation and provideCs* 
for its protection and enhancement;" 

4. PRESERVING LAND VALUES: Properly incorporated into 
site design, trees and vegetation increase the economic 
value of land through their inherent aesthetic and 
environmental characteristics. This Section complementer 
and enhances the goals of the Landscape Code by 
encouraging the preservation of valuable vegetation 
until bona fide site development plans are prepared; 

5. ENCOURAGING SOUND LAND DEVELOPMENT AND FORESTRY 
MANAGEMENT PRACTICES: This Section encourages the use 
of economically feasible, environmentally sound lanri 
development practices, in particular the tre(? 
protection techniques developed by the Division of 
Forestry of the State of Florida's Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services; and 

6. DISCOURAGING POOR LAND DEVELOPMENT AND FORESTRY 

PRACTICES: Certain land use, forestry, and sit? 

development practices, individually or in cumulativ? 

CODING: Words a^ruek fehreugh are deletions from existing 
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effect, are demonstrably destructive to Palm Beach 
County's trees, forest ecosystems, wildlife habitat, 
and other natural resources, particularly soil, water, 
and air quality which are degraded through unnecessary 
or irresponsibly managed loss of vegetation. 

C. SUPPLEMENTAL DEFINITIONS. 

In addition to the definitions in Section 200.2 of this 
Code, the following supplemental definitions shall apply to 
the interpretation of this Section: 

1. AGRICULTURE, BONA FIDE shall mean -good faith 
commercial use of land for agricultural production. 

2. DRIPLINE shall mean an imaginary vertical line 
extending from the outermost circumference of the 
branches of a tree to the ground. 

3. ECOSYSTEM shall mean a characteristic assemblage 
of plant and animal life within a specific physical 
environment, and all interactions among species and 
between species and their environment. 

4. GRUBBING shall mean removal of vegetation from 
land by means of digging, raking, dragging, or 
otherwise disturbing the roots of vegetation and the 
soil in which roots are located. 

5. MACHINERY, HEAVY shall mean trucks, mechanical 
land clearing, earth moving, or earth working 


equipment 

with a gross 

weight in excess 

of 

five 

thousand 

(5000) pounds. 

For the purposes 

of 

this 


Section, all machinery that utilizes steel tracks for 
traction shall be considered heavy machinery. 


6. PLANT SPECIES, PROHIBITED shall mean those species 

CODING: Words sferuek fehreugh are deletions from existing 

law; words underlined are additions to existing law. 
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so defined in Section 500.35 (Landscape Code) of this 
Code because they are demonstrably detrimental to 
native plants, wildlife, the ecosystem, or public 
health, safety, or welfare. 

7. REMOVE or REMOVAL shall mean: (a) the actual 
removal of vegetation; or <b) direct or Indirect 
actions resulting in the effective removal of 
vegetation through damaging or poisoning; or (c) 
similar actions directly or indirectly resulting in 
the death of vegetation. 

8. SITE DEVELOPMENT PLAN, BONA FIDE shall mean: (a) a 
valid building permit; (b) an approved site development 
plan; (c) an approved subdivision master plan; or (d) 
a valid land development permit. 

9. TREE shall mean a self-supporting woody plant of a 
species normally growing to a mature height of at least 
fifteen (15) feet in Palm Beach County. 


VEGETATION, NATIVE shall mean any plant species 
with a geographic distribution indigenous to all or 
part of the State of Florida. Plant species which have 
been introduced by man are not native vegetation. 

11* VEGETATION, PROTECTED shall mean all vegetation 
other than: (a) prohibited plant species; or (b) 

vegetation excluded from protection by Subsection E 
(Exemptions) of this Section. 

D. VEGETATION REMOVAL PERMIT REQUIRED. 

1. WHEN NECESSARY, 
a. IN GENERAL. 

Unless otherwise provided in this Section, no 

CODING: Words struck threugh are deletions from existing 
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person, corporation, association, public agency, 
or agent or employee thereof, shall remove 
vegetation from any lot or portion thereof in the 
unincorporated area of Palm Beach County without 
first obtaining a vegetation removal permit from 
the Department. 

b. APPLICABILITY TO PUBLIC AGENCIES. 

Unless otherwise provided in this Section, all 
public agencies, including the various 
subdivisions of Palm Beach County ~;government, 
shall be subject to the requirements of this 
Section. Public agencies, however, shall not be 
subject to: <1) the permit application fees 
established by Subsection F.6 (Application Pee), 
belowf or (2) the penalties established by 
Subsection G (Supplemental Enforcement Provisions 
of this Section and Section 400.2 (Enforcement of 
Code Regulations) of this Code. 

c. RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER CODES AND ORDINANCES. 

(1) OTHER COUNTY CODES. 

The provisions of the following codes, 
ordinances, or sections thereof, shall 
supersede the provisions of this Section to 
the extent of conflict: 


(a) MANGROVE PROTECTION 


The Palm Beach County Mangrove 


Protection Ordinance, Code of Lavs and 


Ordinances, 


Chapter 


15-1/2 


(Environmental Control), Article VIII 


(Mangrove 


Protection 


Ordinance) 


(Ordinance 81-18, as amended) 


CODING: Words sfernek fehreugh are deletions from existing 
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(b) LOT CLEARING. 

The Palm Beach County Lot Clearing 
Ordinance, Code of Laws and Ordinances, 
Chapter 23 (Lot Clearance) (Chapter 67- 
1878, Special Acts ol the State o£ 
Florida, as amended). 

(2) OTHER PERMITTING AUTHORITIES. 

The issuance of a vegetation removal permit 
pursuant to this Code shall not relieve the 
applicant of his duty to obtain all required 
permits from other government'll agencies 
having Jurisdiction over land development 
activities. 

2. REVIEW OF PERMIT APPLICATIONS. 

The Department shall review each complete application 
and shall render a decision within fifteen (15) working 
days of acceptance. If no decision is made within the 
Indicated time period, the permit shall be deemed to 
have been granted. 

3. APPROVAL OF VEGETATION REMOVAL PERMITS, 
a. WHEN PERMITS SHALL BE GRANTED. 

The Department shall grant a vegetation removal 
permit provided that the application is 
accompanied by sufficient evidence either that: 

(1) NO PROTECTED VEGETATION EXISTS. 

No protected vegetation exists upon the lot; 
or 

(2) REMOVAL IS PURSUANT TO AN APPROVED PLAN. 
Removal of protected vegetation is necessary 
in order to; 

CODING: Words sferuek fehreugh are deletions from existing 
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(a) BONA FIDE SITE DEVELOPMENT PLAN. 
Implement a bona fide site development 
plan; or 

(b) VEGETATION MANAGEMENT PLAN. 

Initiate preliminary site development 
according to an orderly program vhich 
includes a vegetation management element 
which: [13 is consistent with the intent 
of this Section; and C2] substantially 
conforms to the environmental!^'' protection 
standards outlined in the latest edition 
of the "Sllvaculture Best Management 
Practices Manual" prepared by the 
Division of Forestry of the State of 
Florida; or to best management practices 
for vegetation protection recognized by 
such professional associations as the 
American Forestry Association, the 
American Arborists Association, or the 
American Society of Landscape 

Architects; or 

(3) REMOVAL OF PROHIBITED PLANT SPECIES. 
Removal is limited to prohibited plant 
species. 

b. APPROVAL MAY BE CONDITIONED. 

(1) LIMITS ON THE EXTENT OF REMOVAL. 

The extent of approval to remove vegetation 

shall be limited by the Department to the 

minimum necessary to accomplish the purpose 

of the removal operation. This may include 

limiting the extent of approval to portions 

of a site or specifying special conditions b> 
CODING: Words sferuek fehreugh are deletions from existing 

law; words underlined are additions to existing law. 
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which »"einoval shall take place. Such 
limitations shall be clearly indicated in 
writing in the vegetation removal permit. If 
vegetation removal is limited to portions of 
a site, the extent of such limitation shall 
be clearly delineated on the face of any site 
development plans. Surety may be required as 
a condition of approval. 


<£) LIMITS ON THE NftTURE OF REMOVAL 
OPEROTIONSs MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR 
VEGETATION PROTECTION. 

The following minimum standards for 
vegetation protection shall be applied to any 
area of vegetation designated for protection 
by this Code: 

(a) PROTECTION OF INDIVIDUAL TREES. 

A suitable protective barrier, 

constructed of metal, wood, or other 
durable material, shall be placed around 
individual protected trees, as follows: 

Cll At a distance of six (6) feet 
or more from all species of 
mangroves; or 

At a distance of six (6) feet 
or more, or at a distance outside 
of two—thirds (2/3) of the radius 
of the dripline, from all protected 
hardwood trees, whichever is 
greater; or 

C33 At a distance of six (6) feet 

or greater, or at a distance of 
afepuek fehreugh are deletions from existing 
dined are additions to existing law. 
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the radius of the dripline of all 
protected conifers, whichever 
distance is greater; or 

t4] As otherwise provided in 
special conditions attached to a 
vegetation removal permit. 

<b) PROTECTION OF GROUPS OF TREES OR 
VEGETATION. 

Unless otherwise provided by law or in 
the terms of special conditions included 
in a vegetation removal permit, groups 
of protected trees or areas of 
vegetation to be preserved shall not 
require protective barriers* However, 
such areas shall be prominently 
highlighted by the installation of 
stakes installed a maximum of fifty (50) 
feet apart* Ropes, plastic tape. 


ribbons. 

or 1 

similar 

‘ material 

shall 

be 

attached 

to 

the 

stakes around 

the 

perimeter 

of 

the 

protected 

area* 

Nc 


marking materials shall be attached to e 
protected tree* Special care shall be 
taken that preservation areas are 

properly marked so that equipment 
operators can see the limits oi 

permitted removal activity* 

(c) PROTECTIVE BARRIERS OR PROTECTIVE: 

DESIGNATIONS TO REMAIN IN PLACE* 

Protective barriers or protective 

designations shall remain in place until 

they are authorized to be removed b> 
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appropriate building or other field 
inspection staff or until receipt of a 
certificate of occupancy. 


(d> LIMITED DEVELOPMENT WITHIN 

PRESERVATION AREAS. 

The entire vegetation preservation area 
shall either be: 

[1] Maintained in its natural 

state; or 

C23 Provided with permeable 
landscape material, such as grass, 
ground cover, or mulch; or 

C3] Designed to conform to Section 
500.35 (Landscape Code) of thie 
Code. 

(e) TRENCHING AND GRADE CHANGES WITHIN 
PRESERVATION AREAS. 

No grade changes shall be made within 
the vegetation preservation area which 
require trenching or cutting of roots, 
except in compliance with the terms of 
special conditions in an approved 
vegetation removal permit. Ditching for 
underground irrigation and utility lines 
within vegetation protection areas shall 
be done in a way that plant root systems 
are protected to the greatest extent 
possible. 

(f) NO REMOVAL OF SOIL. 

CODING: Words sferuek fehreugh are deletions from existing 
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No soil shall be removed from within e 
vegetation preservation area. 

(g) NO DISPOSAL OF FOREIGN MATERIALS. 
No fill material, construction material, 
concrete, paint, chemicals, or othex 
foreign materials shall be stored, 
deposited, or disposed of within e 
vegetation preservation area. 

(h) NO ATTACHMENTS TO TREES. 

No signs^ permits^ vires^ or other 
attachments, other than those oi 
protective and non-damaging nature, 
shall be affixed or attached tc 
protected vegetation. 

(1) USE OF LIGHT MACHINERY. 

If landscaping Is to be Installed wlthlr 
a vegetation preservation area after 
removal of protective barriers or 
designations. Installation shall be 
accomplished using light machinery anc 
hand labor. 

(g) NO PARKING OF HEAVY EQUIPMENT. 

Heavy equipment shall not be driven, 
parked, or stored within deslgnatec 
vegetation preservation areas. 

(3) SUPPLEMENTAL VEGETATION PR0TECTI0^ 

STANDARDS. 

In addition to the minimum standarde 

established above, supplemental standards ma> 
be Imposed by the Department as a speclaJ 
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condition of a vegetation removal permit. 
These supplemental standards shall be based 
upon the suggested standards in the latest 
edition of the "Tree Protection Manual for 
Builders and Developers" published by the 
Division of Forestry of the Florida 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Affairs, or a similar recognized reference 
manual. 

4. EMERGENCY SUSPENSION OF PROVISIONS. 

The provisions of this Section may be suspended or 
waived by the Executive Director during a period of 
officially-declared emergency, such as a hurricane, 
windstorm, flood, or similar disaster. 

E. EXEMPTIONS. 

No vegetation protection permit shall be required for the 
removal of vegetation in the following situations: 

1. INITIAL CONSTRUCTION OF SINGLE-FAMILY OR DUPLEX 

RESIDENCES. 

The initial construction of one (1) single family 

detached or one (1) duplex residence upon a single lot 
of less than one and one half (1.5) acres in size. 

2. INITIAL CONSTRUCTION OF STRUCTURES ACCESSORY TO 

SINGLE FAMILY OR DUPLEX RESIDENCES. 

The initial construction of buildings or structures 
accessory to one (1) single family or one (1) duplex 
residence upon a single lot of less than one and one 
half (1.5) acres in size. 

3. ENLARGEMENT OR REPAIR OF SINGLE-FAMILY OR DUPLEX 
RESIDENCES. 

The enlargement or repair of existing single family or 

CODING: Words sferuek fehreagh are deletions from existing 
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duplex residential buildings and accessory structures 
regardless of the size of the lot. 

4. SURVEYORS. 

The limited removal of protected trees or understory 
vegetation by a Florida licensed land surveyor in the 
performance of his duties, provided that the svath 
cleared shall not exceed five <5) feet in width. 

5. HAZARDOUS SITUATIONS. 

Removal of a protected tree which has been ^.testroyed or 
so severely damaged by natural causes that it 
constitutes a peril to life or property. 


6. BONA FIDE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION. 

Bona fide agricultural production, provided however 
that bona fide agricultural production shall not 
include lumber harvesting incidental to land 
development permitted by a bona fide site development 
plan. 

7. INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE OF CERTAIN RIGHTS-OF- 
WAY AND EASEMENTS. 

The removal of vegetation by or pursuant to the 
direction of public or private utilities, public 
airports and heliports. South Florida Water Management 
District, public drainage districts, and similar 
agencies, whether or not emergency conditions exist, 
provided that the vegetation is either: 

a. LOCATED WITHIN RIGHTS-OF-WAY OR EASEMENTS: 
Located within utility or drainage easements or 
public rights-of-way; or 

b. INTERFERING WITH SERVICES OR FUNCTIONS. 
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Actually or potentially interfering with utility 
services, drainage, or aircraft flight patterns. 

a. BOTANICAL OR HORTICULTURAL ACTIVITIES. 

Botanical gardens, botanical research centers, or 
licensed commercial nurseries. 

9. VEGETATION REQUIRED TO BE REMOVED BY LAW. 
Vegetation which is required to be removed by law, 
or the lawful exercise of some other public 

power. 

F. PERMIT APPLICATION AND OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE 
REQUIREMENTS. 

1. WRITTEN APPLICATION. 

Any person desiring a vegetation removal permit shall 
make written application to the Department upon forms 
to be provided by the Department. 

2. NOTARIZED DOCUMENTS. 

The application form shall be accurately completed, 
signed, and notarized by the property owner or his 
agent. If the application is submitted by an agent, it 
shall include a notarized agency agreement clearly 
indicating that the property owner has delegated full 
authority to apply for the permit and to accept the 
terms of any special conditions which may be imposed by 
the Department. The application shall include the name, 
address, and telephone number of the lot owner and his 
agent. 

3. GENERALIZED VEGETATION INVENTORY REQUIRED. 

Each application for a vegetation removal permit shall 
be accompanied by a generalized vegetation inventory 
which shall consist of: 
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a. GENERALIZED VEGETATION SURVEY. 

A generalized vegetation survey shoving the 
approximate location and extent of vegetation upon 
the site. The survey shall be based upon the most 
current available information. For non-residential 
and multi-family development, the survey may be in 
the form of an aerial or a field survey, and shall 
be accompanied by photographs illustrating areas 
of vegetation. For individual single-family or 
duplex developments, the survey may,..be in the 
form of hand drawn sketches accompanied by 
photographs of existing site conditions. If site 
development plans have been prepared, the 
generalized vegetation survey shall be prepared 
to the same scale or in some other manner which 
clearly illustrates the relationships between 
areas of vegetation and proposed site 
improvements. If no site development plans are 
available, the generalized vegetation survey shall 
be prepared to a convenient scale which clearly 
reveals the extent of vegetation upon the site. 

b. GENERALIZED WRITTEN ASSESSMENT AND 

EVALUATION. 

The generalized vegetation survey shall be 
accompanied by a brief written assessment of the 
plant communities which have been identified on 
the site. The assessment shall include an 

evaluation of character and quality of the plant 
communities identified, including their rarity, 
viability, and such other physical characteristics 
and factors which may affect their preservation. 
For projects other than individual single-family 

and duplex residences, the assessment and 
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evaluation shall be prepared by the Palm Beach 
County Soil and Water Conservation District or by 
a person knowledgeable in the identil^ication and 
evaluation of vegetative resources, such as a 
forester, biologist, ecologist, horticulturist, 
landscape architect, or other persons having 
similar recognized skills and experience. 

4. REASONABLE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 

The Department may require that the application include 
such additional information which is reasonable and 
necessary for adequate administration of this Section. 

5. SUFFICIENT NUMBER OF COPIES. 

The application and accompanying documents shall be 
submitted in copies sufficient to administer this 
Sect ion. 

6. APPLICATION FEE. 

a. FEE REQUIRED. 

The completed application shall be accompanied by 
an application fee established pursuant to Section 
402.5 (Board of County Commissioners, Zoning 
Authority), Subsection A (Authority) of this Code. 

b. TRIPLE FEES FOR WORK COMMENCED WITHOUT A 
PERMIT. 

The permit fee shall be tripled whenever 
vegetation removal subject to this Code is 
commenced without having first obtained a permit. 

c. EFFECTIVE DATE FOR APPLICATION FEES. 

Application fees shall be required for permit 
requests received on or after October 1, 1986. 
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ZC536.ORD 

a. AUTOMATIC EXPIRATION OF PERMITS. 

Vegetation removal permits shall automatically 
expire and become void if the work authorized by 
such permit is not commenced within six (6) months 
after the date of the permit. 

b. ABANDONMENT OF PERMITTED VEGETATION REMOVAL. 
Vegetation removal permits shall expire and become 
void if authorized removal work, once commenced, 
is suspended, discontinued, or abandoned for a 
period equal to or greater than six (6X' months. 

c. NEW PERMIT REQUIRED. 

If a vegetation removal permit expires or becomes 
void after work has commenced, a new permit shall 
be obtained before work is resumed. 

8. PERMIT PROMINENTLY DISPLAYED. 

The permit shall be prominently displayed upon the 
site. 

G. SUPPLEMENTAL ENFORCEMENT PROVISIONS. 

In addition to the enforcement provisions of Section 400.2 
of this Code, the removal of each tree in violation of this 
Section shall constitute a separate violation of this Code. 
Each day on which a violation exists shall constitute a 
separate violation of this Code. 

H. VESTED RIGHTS. 

This Section shall not apply to developments for which 
applications for building permits have been accepted by the 
Department prior to its effective date. This Section shall 
apply to any such development if the building permit 
subsequently expires or otherwise becomes void. 
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SECTION 2. AMENDMENT OF ZONING CODE, SECTION 401. J. 

(DISTRICT BOUNDARY CHANGES) TO ADD A NEW SUB- 
PARAGRAPH I (GENERALIZED VEGETATIOli 

INVENTORY). 

The Palm Beach County Zoning Code (Ordinance 73-2, ati 
amended). Section 401.1 (District Boundary Changes) is hereby 
amended to add a new Paragraph I (Generalized Vegetation 
Inventory), as follows: 

I. GENERALIZED VEGETATION SURVEY. 

A generalized vegetation inventory meeting the reauirementn 

of Section 500.36 (Vegetation Protection and Preservation). 

below. 

SECTION 3. CAPTIONS. 

The captions, section headings, and section designations 
used in this Code are Intended for convenience of users only and 
shall have no effect on the interpretation of the provisions o:; 
this Ordinance. 

SECTION 4. REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT. 

All local laws and ordinances applying to Palm Beach Count]' 

in conflict with any provisions of this ordinance are hereb]' 

repealed. 


SECTION 5. SEVERABILITY. 

Should any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or word o:: 
this ordinance be held to be unconstitutional, inoperative, oi' 
void, such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaindei' 
of this ordinance. 


SECTION 6. INCLUSION IN CODE. 

The provisions of this ordinance shall become and be made a 

part of the Code of Laws and Ordinances of Palm Beach County, 
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Florida, and ihe various sections may be retltled, renumbered, or 
relettered to accomplish this purpose. 


SECTION 7. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

The provisions of this ordinance shall become effective upon 
receipt of acknowledgment by the Department of State of the State 
of Florida. 

APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of 

Palm Beach County, Florida, on this day of July_, 

1986. 


PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, BY ITS 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS: 



Acknowledged by the Department of State of the State of 
Florida, on this, the day of __ » 1986. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Acknowledgment received from the Department 

of State of the State of Florida, this day of 333X _.» 

1986 at M. , and filed in the Office of the Clerk of the 

Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach County, Florida. 

APPROVED AS TO FORM 
AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 
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